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I am far from desiring to infer that Jupiter must
therefore be uninhabited, or even that the creatures
existing on his surface must necessarily differ wholly
jn. their nature from any with which we are familiar.
But I think, that while, on the one hand, we must
reject one of the chief arguments by which Whewell
was led to people Jupiter with cartilaginous and gluti-
nous creatures (!) floating in boundless oceans, so, on the
other, we cannot accept without question the argument
by which an effort has been made to indicate the possi-
bility of a close correspondence between Jupiter's cli-
mate and our earth's.                                         *

And here we are led to the most interesting and
suggestive of all the relations exhibited by Jupiter, or
rather to three closely associated relations, which lead
to views of a somewhat startling character.

In common with the other large planets lying out-
side the zone of the asteroids, Jupiter has a mean
density falling very far short of the mean density of
the earth or the other small planets which travel
within that zone* According to the best estimates of
his mass and apparent diameter, his mean density
would seem to be rather less than one-fourth of the
earth's, or greater than the density of water by about
one-third. It is worthy of remark, in f^pt, that,his
density is almost exactly the same as the sun's, and
considerably greater than that of the other three outer
planets hitherto discovered.

If we were quite certain that the disc measured by
us exhibits the real outline of the planet, or that his
atmosphere was not of abnormal extent, and that his